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for the production of Madame d'Epinay's Memoirs was,
before its purchase by J. C. Brunet, in the possession
of A. A. Barbier.

Barbier, it must not be forgotten, was one of the
editors of the Biographic Universelle; and we feel this
editor at the elbow of the contributor Laporte, who
writes and signs the notice upon Madame d'Epinay,
giving him special information, intended to prepare the
way for the publication that was to be made three
years later. It may safely be affirmed that when the
first edition of the Biographie Universelle appeared, no
one had ever heard of the existence of a work of Madame
d'Epinay's destined to serve as a reply to the author of
the Confessions. A sufficient proof exists of the falsity
of the statement that Madame d'Epinay was in the
habit of reading this work to a private circle of friends,
and that its existence and purpose were open secrets.
When the Second Part of the Confessions appeared, in
1789, Ginguen^, as we have seen, directly challenged
Grimm and Grimm's friend, to defend him against Rous-
seau's charges, if they were false. Can it be supposed
that if the secret that Madame d'Epinay had written a
reply to the Confessions had been an open one, no
defender of Grimm's would have reminded Ginguen^ of
the existence of this work ?

" Some of Madame d'Epinay's contemporaries affirm,"
wrote Laporte in the Biographic Universette, "that
they knew the Memoirs of her life, a work apparently
intended to destroy the displeasing impressions of her left
by Rousseau's account of her given in the Second Part of
the Confessions. This work was kept for a long time in
manuscript form, and the authoress was in the habit
of reading it aloud to a number of her most assiduous
friends. It is further said these very interesting
Memoirs were suppressed, either by Madame d'Epinay
herself, or by Grimm. One cannot but regret it I Who
would not have wished to hear the two society women
upon whom this famous author has, with such graves that the manuscript employedcepted by theder the title of Memoires demis. Streckeisen-
